Definitions and Abbreviations
act:  usually a reference to a specific piece of legislation (e.g. Health Care Proxy Act).
advance sheet:  a pamphlet edition of the most recent opinion of a court or group of courts, which is later replaced by a bound volume.
ALM:  Annotated Laws of Massachusetts – An unofficial annotated version of the Massachusetts statutory code published by Lexis:  the “black set”.

annotation:  reference to the editorial information supplied in legal materials, such as references to cases, law reviews, related statutes, legislative histories, etc.

appeal:  a resort to a higher court for the purpose of obtaining a review of a lower court decision and reversal of the lower court’s judgment or the granting of a new trial.
BBO:  Board of Bar Overseers-- Massachusetts agency responsible for the licensing, supervision and discipline of attorneys in Massachusetts.

CFR:  Code of Federal Regulations – The annual compilation of regulations promulgated by federal administrative agencies.

CMR:  Code of Massachusetts Regulations – The annual compilation of regulations promulgated by Massachusetts administrative agencies.

code:  generic term used to describe a subject arranged collection of session laws or regulations.
common law:  in general, the body of law which is developed from judicial precedent (cases) rather than from legislation.
F., F. 2d, F. 3d.:  Federal Reporter – Unofficial reporter published by ThomsonWest containing the opinions of the U.S. Courts of Appeals.  There is no official reporter for this court.

F. Supp., F. Supp, 2d.: Federal Supplement -- Unofficial reporter published by ThomsonWest containing the opinions of the U.S. District Courts.  There is no official reporter for this court.

F.R.: Federal Register-- Published every week day and contains proposed and final rules of federal agencies and notices of agency meetings.  Final rules are then arranged by subject and published as the CFR (Code of Federal Regulations).

GLM: General Laws of Massachusetts – The official version of the Massachusetts statutory code.  Annotated, it is issued every two years by various publishers. 

jurisdiction:  the power to hear and determine a case.
law:  An non-determinative word, which can be a reference to an Act, a case, a legal principle, a regulation, an ordinance, an agency’s ruling…(The phrase “I want to know the law on…” is one of the hardest to answer, as it requires first, some judgment in deciding just in what form the “law” is likely to be, and secondly assisting a patron with access to the “law”.).
Mass. Reg.:  Massachusetts Register-- Updates the Code of Massachusetts Regulations.  It contains Executive Orders issued by the Governor, all regulations that are required to be filed with the Secretary of State by state agencies and all notices of public hearings or opportunity for public comment on proposed agency regulations.

Mass.:  Massachusetts Reports — Official version of the decisions on the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court.

Mass. App.:  Massachusetts Appeals Court Reports — Official version of the decisions of the Massachusetts Appeals Court.

Mass. App. Dec. or Mass. App. Div.: Reports of the Appellate Division of the Massachusetts District Court—Official version of decisions of the court which hears appeals form cases heard in the Massachusetts District Courts—not the same as Mass. App.

MCLE:  Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education—a publisher of legal materials specifically for Massachusetts attorneys.
MGLA:  Massachusetts General Laws Annotated—An unofficial  annotated version of the Massachusetts statutory code published by ThomsonWest:  the “green set”.

MPS:  Massachusetts Practice Series --  a multi-volume treatise covering a wide range of topics specific to Massachusetts.

N.E., N.E. 2d.:  North Eastern Reporter—Unofficial reporter published by ThomsonWest containing the decisions of the appellate level courts from Indiana, Illinois, Massachusetts, New York and Ohio.   

official edition:  edition published under the authority of government.
opinion/decision:  written by judges, these detail the facts of the specific case and the reasoning upon which a judgment is based.  This is not an official transcript.

ordinance:  refers to the enactments of a city or town covering issues of local interest which are not already covered by federal or state laws or regulations, such as zoning ordinances, ordinances regulating the use of signs, sewers, etc.
P.L. : Public Law—Laws passed in each session of Congress.

primary material:  actual text of a law, opinion or decision, regulation, Executive Order, etc.

public law:  laws passed in each session of Congress; identified by Congress number and chronologically numbered.

regulation:  rule promulgated by a government agency which has the weight  and effect of law.

reporter:  an individual who edits or reports the decisions of a particular court.  Distinguished from a “court reporter” who is responsible for recording court proceedings and later transcribing them when necessary.

reports or reporters: a numbered series of books which contain the written decisions of judges from one or multiple courts (e.g. Mass. Reports, U.S. Reports, Family Law Reporter, etc.)

secondary material: as distinguished from primary material, secondary material provides interpretation of statutes, cases, regulations, etc.

series (e.g. 2d, 3d, 4th):  as distinguished from edition, a series is a set of books which begins with number 1 and is terminated at an arbitrary point in time.  When a series is terminated, the next volume published is volume 1 of the next series.  

session laws:  compilation if the laws of a particular legislative body which are arranged and numbered  in chronological order.
slip laws/opinions:  a separately printed law or opinion issued shortly after it has been passed or decided.

Stat.: Statutes at Large—Official version of the public laws passed by Congress.

statute:  generally refers to laws which have been enacted by a legislature or by the U.S. Congress.

transcript:  an official and certified copy of what transpired in court.  The transcript is usually prepared by a court reporter from shorthand notes made during the proceeding. 

treatise:  type of secondary material covering a single legal topic (such as contracts,  torts or taxes) which is usually written by one or multiple authors.  It provides a broad overview of an area of law and makes direct reference to cases, laws and regulations on that topic.

unofficial edition: edition published privately by independent publishers.  If the language differs between an official and unofficial edition, the text of the official is to be followed as law.

U.S.C.: United States Code—official edition of the federal statutory code.

U.S.C.A.:  United States Code Annotated—an unofficial version of the federal statutory code published by ThomsonWest.

U.S.C.S.:  United States Code Service—an unofficial version of the federal statutory code published by  Lexis.

